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The Legislative Research Commission Energy Policy Issues Committee met on Wednesday, 
January 18, 2012 at 1:00 p.m. in Room 544, presided by Senator Bob Rucho, Chair of the 
committee.  Also in attendance were Senators Blake, Goolsby, Rabon, and Walters. 

 
Senator Bob Rucho called the meeting to order and introduced the members of the 
committee and staff.  Representative Mike Hager was also recognized. 

 
1. Jeff Hudson, committee counsel, Research Division, presented the Committee charge, 

the Rules for the 2011-2012 Legislative Research Commission and the proposed 
Committee Budget.  Senator Bill Rabon was recognized for a motion to adopt the 
budget.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Hudson’s handout is included in this 
report. 
 

2. Dr. Kenneth B. Taylor, Assistant State Geologist, Division of Land Resources, DENR, 
was recognized by the Chair and presented a report on shale gas in North Carolina's 
Triassic Basin.  Attached material supports his presentation.  Questions and answers 
are also attached. 
 

3. Jennifer L. McGinnis, Committee Counsel, Research Division, was recognized and 
spoke on existing State oil and gas statutes.  Supporting documentation is attached. 
 

4. Mr. Jon Williams, Assistant Secretary for Energy, Department of Commerce, was 
recognized by the Chair and spoke on the potential economic impacts of shale gas in 
North Carolina.  His presentation is attached.  Questions from committee members to 
Mr. Williams are attached. 
 

5. Ms. Robin W. Smith, Assistant Secretary for Environment, Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources (DENR), was recognized by the Chair and presented a shale 
gas study update by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (Section 
4, S.L. 2011-276).  Attached is her handout along with questions and answers. 
 

6. Mr. James E. Erb, P.E., Former Director of the Pennsylvania Bureau of Oil and Gas 
Management, was recognized by the chair and gave an industry perspective on the 
exploration and production of shale gas.  Mr. Erb is a consultant for The American 
Petroleum Institute.  Mr. Erb’s presentation and Q&A are included in this report. 
 

7. Mr. Michael H. Yount, Senior Vice President and Chief Utility Operations Officer for 
Piedmont Natural Gas was recognized by the Chair and gave an industry perspective 
on natural gas use.  His presentation handout is included as well as questions and 
answers. 
 

Senator Rucho adjourned the meeting at 4:12 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
______________________ __________________________ 
Senator Bob Rucho, Chair Helen Long, Committee Clerk 


